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quently the characteristics of the Oriental, The fixity of his
gaze seemed to denote that, notwithstanding his ignorance of
the language, the eloquence of the countenance and gestures of
the actress enabled him to understand the play. When the
actress was recalled to receive the floral homage showered
upon the stage, she could not help glancing at the prince,
who, resplendent with jewels, was so gravely attentive to all she
did and said. One of the persons present in his box, asking
the Bey what Ms highness thought of Rachel, he replied, " It
is a soul of fire in an envelope of gauze." The prince's answer
was diversely reported, another version being, " It is the soul
of an eagle in the body of a gazelle." The first is the most
natural when it is considered what a frail, reed-lite figure
gave utterance to those violent passions.
The sending in of her resignation by Mademoiselle Rachel
in a fit of anger brings to mind the letter of the,Duke of
Choiseul to Mademoiselle Clairon on a similar occasion, when
that celebrated actress wished to give up the stage she so much
regretted afterward. The minister's letter contained the fol-
lowing sensible advice:
" If I may be allowed to advise you, mademoiselle, remain
where you are; believe me, and rest assured I speak to you
as a true and loyal confrere; do we not both .play the first
parts on a great stage ? with this difference, that you choose
those you will act, and I am obliged to act them all; you ap-
pear and are loudly applauded, I am most usually hissed; and
yet I remain on my stage. Imitate me, and you will not re-
pent having done so."
About this time it was currently reported that, abjuring the
God of Abraham and of Isaac, renouncing the creed of seventy
generations, Mademoiselle Uachel was about to become a
Christian. As is usual in such cases, every particular was
minutely given: the sponsors were known; the day, the hour,
the church, the minister had been named; the catechumene had
been seen with contrite look, clasped hands, rosary at her side,
going to repeat her catechism in a house that was also well
known. The young neophyte was to receive as a jjhristening
from her godfather diamonds to the amount of 50,000
A witty feaHfot&mst, recording this newspaper fact,

